
KITCHIGAMI REGIONAL LIBRARY

INTERNET USE/SAFETY POLICY

Purpose:  The purpose of this policy is to establish the Kitchigami Regional Library
Board’s position on freedom of information and the conditions under which Internet
access is provided, in compliance with state and federal law.

Principle:  The Internet, as an information resource, enables Kitchigami Regional
Library System to provide information beyond the collections of its member libraries.

Users should be aware that the accuracy, completeness and currency of the information
on the Internet vary widely. Users must be good information consumers and responsible
for their use of the Internet.

KRLS subscribes to the ALA Library Bill of Rights: "… Materials should not be
excluded because of the origin, background or views of those contributing to their
creation."

Policy:  KRLS receives federal funding for public Internet access and is required by the
Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) to install filtering software on all Internet
terminals.  Unfiltered access is available to adults (17 and over) upon request, and to
minors for bona fide research and other legal purposes on a site by site basis upon
request.

KRLS affirms the right and responsibility of parents to provide guidance for their own
children's use of all library materials and resources.  As with all library materials,
supervision of a child's access to the Internet is the responsibility of the parent or legal
guardian.

Requests for unfiltered access must be directed to library staff and will be processed
without significant delay.  Permanent unblocking of individual sites requires completion
of a Request for Reconsideration Form which is readily available from library staff, or
on-line at www.krls.org.

Users may not use KRLS computers to access material "reasonably believed to be
obscene or child pornography or material harmful to minors under federal or state law."
KRLS provides filters on all computers in compliance with Minnesota legislation
Omnibus K-12 Education, Article 5, Sec 27 [134.77] and with Public Law 106-554 Title
XVII, the Children’s Internet Protection Act.
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Guidelines for Use:  All users of the Internet are expected to act in a responsible and
legal manner.  Some uses are unacceptable and violation may result in denials of service:

Unacceptable uses include but are not limited to:
1. Illegal activities
2. Invasions of personal or business privacy, including accessing or changing files,

passwords or data belonging to others
3. Copyright or license violations
4. Modifying or tampering with any library computer equipment or software in any form
5. Destroying, harming or disrupting equipment, software and networks, including

equipment or software at another location by using library connections
6. Tampering with filtering hardware or software
7. Misrepresenting identity as another user
8. Disclosing, using, or disseminating personal information regarding minors

Failure to comply:  Failure to comply with the Internet Use guidelines will result in a
staff request to discontinue the activity supported with a written warning.  A second
violation will result in a request to leave the facility and may lead to revocation of library
privileges.  Repeat offenders or persons ordered from the premises who do not comply
may be subject to arrest and prosecution for trespassing.

Liability:  KRLS assumes no responsibility for any damage, direct or indirect, that users
or anyone else may suffer through KRLS access to the Internet.  All Internet users agree
to hold the library harmless from any claims, losses, damages or obligations.

Approved revision by KRL Board 7/15/04


